
 

Good Hope Baptist 101 
 
  



               This class is all about what it means to go all in and be a member of  
Good Hope Baptist. 

 

Good Hope Baptist Vision  
 

Good Hope Baptist exists to make disciples and change the world. 

Good Hope Baptist Statement of Faith 
 
We are part of the Southern Baptist Convention and the South Carolina Baptist Convention 
and the Saluda Baptist Association.  Our Statement of Faith is the Baptist Faith and 
Message of 2000.

8 Commitments of a MEMBER  
of Good Hope Baptist Church 

 
Commitment #1: 

I will begin a relationship with Jesus as my 
Savior and Lord. 

 
We believe God has made it clear what 
his purpose for our lives is. 
 

1.  God made you to love you! 
(Jeremiah 31:3, Ephesians 1:4-5) 

 
2.  God wants to have a personal 

relationship with you. (John 
10:10) 

 
3.  You have sinned and lived your 

life apart from God's rule. 
(Isaiah 53:6) 

 
4.  Jesus has paid for your sins 

with his death and resurrection. 
(Romans 5:8) 

 
 



1 Timothy 2:5 MSG 
God is on one side and all people are 
on the other side, and Christ Jesus is 
between them to bring them together, 
by giving His life for all mankind. 
 
What does God expect me to do in 
response to what he has done for me? 
 

1.  Admit that God has not been 
first place in your life. 

 
2.  Believe that Jesus died to pay 

for your sins and rose again. 
(Romans 10:9) 

 
 
 
 

 
3.  Accept God's free gift of 

salvation. (Ephesians 2:8, 9) 
 
 
You can take these steps by praying a 
simple prayer of commitment.  
 
Dear God, thank you for loving me even 
when I've ignored you and have gone 
my own way. Thank you for sending 
your Son, Jesus, into the world to die 
on the cross for me. I am sorry for my 
sins and I ask you to forgive me. Please 
help me to understand you more. I 
want to follow you from now on. Please 
come into my life. I accept your free gift 
of salvation. – Amen!

Commitment #2: 
I will be baptized by immersion in water 

as a believer. 
 
The first big step of obedience every 
new believer in Jesus should take is 
being baptized by immersion in water.  
 
Why should I be baptized? 
 

1.  To follow the example set by 
Jesus. (Mark 1:9) 

2.  Because Jesus commands it. 
(Matthew 28:19-20) 

3.   It demonstrates that I really am a 
believer. (Acts 18:8, 1 John 2:3) 

 
What does baptism mean? 
 

1.   It illustrates Christ's death and 
resurrection. (Colossians 2:12) 

2.   It illustrates my new life as a 
Christian. (Romans 6:4) 

 
 
 
 



Why baptism by immersion? 
 

1.   Jesus was baptized that way. 
(Matthew 3:16) 

2.  Every baptism in the Bible was by 
immersion. (Acts 8:38-39) 

3.  The Greek word baptizo means 
to dip under water.  

4.   It best symbolizes a burial and 
resurrection. 

We believe that everyone who has 
personally received Christ should be 
baptized after receiving him. We 
speak honorably of the commitment 
parents make when they have their 
children baptized, but we see it as 
similar to child dedication. So we ask 
that those who were baptized only as 
infants to be baptized as believers. 
 
 

Special Topic: 
Communion  

(The Lord's Supper)
 
 
Jesus never asked His disciples to 
remember His birth. But He did instruct 
them to remember His death and 
resurrection. He gave the church two 
visible symbols (called “ordinances”) as 
reminders of His death. These two 
ordinances are: Baptism and The 
Lord’s Supper.  
 
The Lord’s Supper is an object lesson 
that represents a great spiritual truth 
for believers. 
 
According to 1 Corinthians 11:23-26... 
 
 
 
 

 
 
What is the Lord's Supper? 
 

1.   It is a simple act. (v. 23) 
2.   It is a reminder. (v. 24) 
3.   It is a symbol. (v. 25) 
4.   It is a statement of faith. (v. 26 

 
Who should take the Lord's 
Supper? 
 
All believers. (v. 29) 



Commitment #3 
I will join a small group. 

 
Our primary way of helping people find freedom and grow spiritually is through 
Connect Groups.  
 
Andy Stanley says, "Life change happens in circles, not in rows." Real life change 
happens in the context of relationships – small groups. In the Bible, they worshipped 
in the temple but ministry happened house to house. 
 
“You know that I have not hesitated to preach anything that would be helpful to you 
but have taught you publicly and from house to house.”  Acts 20:20 
 
Connect Groups Provide Three Things... 
 

1.  A place to connect.  
(1 Corinthians 9:22) 

 
2.  A place to protect. 

(1 John 3:16) 
 

3.  A place to grow. 
(Proverbs 27:17) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Commitment #4 
I will grow in grace  

and knowledge. 
 
 
1. Developing a quiet time for  
prayer and Bible reading. 
 

•   Hearing God’s Word.  
(Romans 10:17) 

 
•   Reading God’s Word. 

(Revelation 1:3) 
 

•   Studying God’s Word. 
(Acts 17:11) 

 
•   Memorizing God’s Word. 

(Proverbs 7:2-3) 
 

•   Meditating on God’s Word. 
(Psalm 1:2-3) 

 
In my daily prayer time, I am: 
 

•   Giving devotion to God. 
(2 Chronicles 31:21) 

 
•   Getting direction from God. 

(Psalm 25:4-5) 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

2.  Living under the influence of 
the Holy Spirit continually.  

 
The Holy Spirit isn't a substance or a 
mystical, cosmic force. The Holy Spirit 
is God – our personal God. He's the 
third member of the Trinity.  
 
The New Testament talks about 
believers being "filled with" the Holy 
Spirit, which has to do with being 
under his influence. 
 
How do we live under the Spirit's 
influence? 
 

•   Remove all the barriers. 
(Acts 2:38) 

 
•   Relate to Him daily. 

(2 Corinthians 13:14) 
 

•   Remain under his influence. 
(Ephesians 5:18) 

 
At the next Growth Track, you can take 
Class 201, which is all about the four 
habits of spiritual maturity. 



Commitment #5 
I will develop my gifts  

and serve alongside a team. 
 
Did you know that God SHAPEd you for significance? He has gifted you and made 
you uniquely you so that you can serve him according to his purposes. 
 
And the greatest way to serve God on earth is to serve people, whom God loves. 
 
SHAPE stands for... 
 

•   Spiritual Gifts. 
•   Heart 
•   Abilities 
•   Personality 
•   Experiences 

 
God has given you a unique mix of these characteristics. When you decided to 
follow Jesus, you were given spiritual gifts to use to serve others within the body of 
Christ. Your heart is passionate about certain things. You have some natural 
abilities – areas you're just good at. You have a unique personality that was given 
to you by God. And you've been through a unique set of experiences. 
God wants to use a mix of all of these characteristics to help you know how and 
where to serve him within the body.  
 
At Class 301 class, you will go through a spiritual gifts inventory, a personality test, 
and we will help you to know where to plug in more deeply.  
 
For now, we hope you'll try out one of these ministry teams: 
 

•   First impressions and greeting. 
•   Security. 
•   Preparing coffee and the café. 
•   GH Kids: Babies and toddlers. 
•   GH Kids: Preschoolers. 

• GH Kids: Elementary kids. 
• GH Students: Jr. & Sr. High 
• Sound, video, audio tech. 
• Music, instrumental, vocal, etc. 
• Social media, communications. 
• Special events. 



 

Commitment #6 
I will practice generosity  

and give regularly. 
 
The Bible says in Matthew 6:24 that a top competitor for our commitment to Jesus is 
money. Giving allows us to demonstrate that He is more important to us than 
material things. Not having cash or check on hand doesn’t have to hold you back 
from giving, you can be obedient today by giving online. There is no organization 
with more potential to change the world than the local church! 
 
GENEROSITY changes lives!  
 
The Bible teaches us about a baseline standard for giving: the tithe (a word that 
literally means a “tenth”). When we give the first 10% of our income through the local 
church, we put God first in our lives. Tithing is an act of worship that expresses our 
gratitude, faith, and love for others. 
 
God also encourages us to give offerings beyond our tithe to specific projects at our 
local church and to other organizations and causes that we personally believe in. 
 

Commitment #7 
I will own the mission, living out the Great 

Commission and Great Commandment. 
 
Every one of us can be part of the 
mission by following these four 
principles: 
 

1.  Accept personal responsibility. 
2.  Build personal relationships. 
3.  Share your personal story. 
4.  Give a personal invitation. 

 
POINTS OF PASSION (Local, 
National, and Global Outreach) 
 
“You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the ends of the earth.” -  Acts 1:8 
 



LOCAL: Iva/Starr Anderson County 
 
NATIONAL: North America 
 
Share your story with others. Share 
Good Hope Baptist' social media 
updates. And invite people to join you 
on Sunday 
 

GLOBAL: The Whole World 
 
 
WHAT CAN I DO? 
 

•   Pray. (Matthew 9:37-38) 
•   Go. (Isaiah 6:8-9) 
•   Give. (Matthew 6:19-21) 

 
 

Commitment #8 
I will sign the membership covenant and 
commit to the vision, values, and beliefs. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
THE MEMBERSHIP COVENANT 
 
Having received Christ as my Lord and Savior and been baptized, and being in 
agreement with Good Hope Baptist’ statements, strategy and structure, I now feel 
led by the Holy Spirit to unite with the Good Hope Baptist church family. In doing so, 
I commit myself to God and to the other members to do the following:  
 
1. I will protect the unity of my church by acting in love toward other members, 
refusing to gossip, and following those who lead me. (Romans 15:5, 19; 1 Peter 1:22, 
Hebrews 13:17)  
 
2. I will share the responsibility of my church by praying for its growth, inviting 
the unchurched to attend, and warmly welcoming those who visit. (1 Thessalonians 
1:2, Luke 14:23, Romans 15:7)  
 
3. I will serve the ministry of my church by discovering my gifts and talents and 
developing a servant’s heart. (1 Peter 4:10, Ephesians 4:11-12, Philippians 2:3-4, 7)  
 
4. I will support the testimony of my church by attending faithfully, living 
according to the teachings of my church, and giving regularly. (Hebrews 10:25, 
Philippians 1:27, 1 Corinthians 16:2)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you are ready to become an official member of Good Hope Baptist, complete 
the MEMBERSHIP COVENANT form and leave it with the pastor.  
  



The Membership Covenant 
 
Having received Christ as my Lord and Savior and been baptized, and being in agreement with 
Good Hope Baptist’ statements, strategy and structure, I now feel led by the Holy Spirit to unite 
with the Good Hope Baptist church family.  In doing so, I commit myself to God and to the other 
members to do the following: 

1. I will protect the unity of my church by acting in love toward other members, refusing 
to gossip, and following those who lead me. (Romans 15:5, 19; 1 Peter 1:22, Hebrews 13:17) 

2. I will share the responsibility of my church by praying for its growth, inviting the 
unchurched to attend, and warmly welcoming those who visit. (1 Thessalonians 1:2, Luke 14:23, 
Romans 15:7) 

3. I will serve the ministry of my church by discovering my gifts and talents and 
developing a servant’s heart. (1 Peter 4:10, Ephesians 4:11-12, Philippians 2:3-4, 7) 

4. I will support the testimony of my church by attending faithfully, living according to the 
teachings of my church, and giving regularly. (Hebrews 10:25, Philippians 1:27, 1 Corinthians 16:2) 
 
 

Name:  __________________________________ 

Address: __________________________________ 

  __________________________________ 

Phone:  __________________________________ 

Email:  __________________________________ 

 

Have you been saved? Do you have a personal 
relationship with Jesus?     _____________ 

Have you been baptized by immersion since 
becoming a follower of Jesus?  _____________ 

If you have not yet been immersed as a believer, are 
you willing to do so at Good Hope Baptist?
 _____________ 

Do you need help finding a small group? ______ 

I'm interested in trying out at serving on one  
(or more) of the following teams: 

 ______ Greeting and first impressions 

 ______ Coffee and lobby/café prep 

 ______ Security 

 ______ Prayer ministry 

 ______ Worship, music, sound, tech 

 ______ Kids: Nursery and toddlers 

 ______ Kids: Preschoolers 

 ______ Kids: Elementary 

 ______ Students: Jr. & Sr. High 

  

 
If you have a relationship with Jesus, have been baptized,  

and are ready to commit to membership at Good Hope Baptist, please sign below. 
 

________________________________        _______________ 
Signed       Date 

 

 


